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Boston Region.—April was one of the 
hottest and driest ever known in New 
England, with vegetation at least two 
weeks ahead 
of normal 
by April 20. 
Oaks in 
Cambridge 
came into 
| bloom May 
~ rarer, SB 1 (average 
May 12), 
and trees were fully leafed out by the time 
warblers passed through in peak numbers. 
Barring several scorching heat waves, New 
Englanders enjoyed exceptionally pleasant 
weather for two months. 

A marked heat wave April 14-20 pro- 
duced a few freak early records, but no 
expected mass movement. From then until 
April 30, birds trickled through daily, but 
on no one day were they conspicuously 
abundant. The first May wave of transients 
came May 7, and the first group of summer 
residents en masse on May 7 and 8. From 
then on the weather remained so pleasant 
that nothing retarded the migration. Marked 
increase in numbers took place only on the 
17th (chiefly westward), and again on the 
20th and 21st, when the appearance of the 
very latest transients and numerous female 
warblers gave evidence of waning of the 
northward flight. But—something was 
wrong; certain species were completely 
unaccounted for, and my counts of individu- 
als of all usual transients were below those 
of years when, due to steady cold weather 
and easterly winds, Boston had little or no 
spring migration. For some reason, migra- 
tion began all over again on May 27, cul- 

Copyright, 1941, by the National Audubon Society. 


[ 386 | 


The Season— 


CXXXVIII. April 1 to 
June 1, 1941 


minating in a great wave on May 29, when 
Mr. Stackpole and I recorded 127 species of 
birds, without undertaking any strenuous 
‘lethal tour.’ This late flight accounted for 
most missing individuals. 

Red-throated Loon—unprecedented flight 
past Monomoy Point on April 28 (Bergstrom, 
Mason, Griscom). In two hours and twenty 
minutes 1120 birds passed by, coming from 
south and southwest. Weather conditions 
cleared about noon with a westerly breeze, 
after two and a half days of northeast wind 
and rain. 

Herons—Great Blue remarkably scarce. 
A scattering of southern heron reports 
American Egret (1), Little Blue Heron (2), 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron (several). 

Geese—excellent flight of Canada Geese 
first half of April, balancing the poor flight 
in a cold March. Two immature Greater 
Snow Geese, Plum Island, April 30-May 3. 
More Brant than usual, a few lingering to 
June 1. 

Ducks—very poor numbers of all fresh- 
water species, their arrival retarded by the 
backward March, their departure perhaps 
speeded by early heat and a very low water 
table. An astonishing number, however, of 
very late records for many species. Flocks 
of Red-legged Black Ducks hung around 
until June 1, and with them in the Plum 
Island marshes a Pintail and Baldpate (May 
29) and a drake European Widgeon (May 29- 
June 6), the only spring record north of 
Boston! King Eiders off Middletown, R 
increased to 78 birds in early April (Drury 

Birds of prey—continued increase of 
Turkey Vultures, with one or more pairs 
probably breeding in extreme southwest 
corner of Massachusetts. A fair hawk flig it 
over Mt. Tom, April 16-21. On the whole 
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few Marsh Hawks, many Pigeon Hawks 
coastwise. A Gyrfalcon, gray phase, at 
Plum Island, April 6 (Weston, Griscom). 

Shore birds—excellent flight of all usual 
species, except Solitary Sandpiper. At 
Monomoy on May 25, 13 species, 30,000 
birds; May 31, 18 species, 26,000 birds. Gold- 
en Plover, 3 records in all. Killdeer still way 
below normal numbers in most of Massa- 
chusetts. 

Terns surprisingly late in arriving in 
numbers; fewer Black Tern reports than in 
several years. 

As regards land birds, the Winter Wren 
and Short-billed Marsh Wren are still 75- 
90°%, down in Massachusetts. Flight of 
Sapsuckers and Creepers very poor. Phoebes 
and Hermit Thrushes nearly up to normal 
numbers, but Tree Swallows and Savannah 
Sparrows are way below par. 

Fine spring flight of Siskins, and stray 
pairs started nest building. A few White- 
winged Crossbills noted up to April 21. Red 
Crossbills reported all over New England in 
April; definite records for Sitka Crossbills 
were obtained in six different localities. 

The season was notable for lack of rarities. 
At least 5 Gnatcatchers were reported, but 
otherwise ‘southern’ species were few and 
far between. I collected a Nelson’s Downy 
Woodpecker at West Newbury, April 12. 
Mrs. Roger Ernst found a ‘Yellow-throated’ 
Warbler at Brookline, April 22; but I was 
positively disappointed at finding it to be 
one more New England record of the Syca- 
more Warbler, the more theoretically prob- 
able subspecies never having as yet been 
proved to occur.—LupLtow Griscom, Mz- 
seum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Mass. 


New York Region.—Cold weather of 
late March was followed by the warmest 
\pril in history of Weather Bureau. Aver- 
age daily 
temperature 
showed an 
excessof 7°, 
and June- 
like weath- 
er was ex- 
perienced 
before con- 
ions returned to normal during final 
k. May was average in temperature 


with continuous pleasant weather, and com- 
bined rainfall for the period was but half 
the normal amount. Local woods had full 
summer foliage after the first week of May. 

Some remarkably early arrival dates for 
individuals of certain species on Long Island: 
Barn Swallow, Speonk, April 7 (Wilcox); 
Chimney Swift, Smithtown, April 13 (J. T. 
Nichols); Parula Warbler, Prospect Park, 
April 14 (Breslau); and Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak, Northport, April 20 (McKeever). 
Catbird, Northern Water-Thrush and North- 
ern Yellow-throat arrived in numbers April 
18-23. But bulk arrival of most land birds 
was normal to late, and many April species 
were below usual numbers at close of month. 

Waves occurred April 30-May 1 and May 
5-6, followed by a steady trickle of migrants 
until marked waves on May 15-16-17 
brought height of migration. Continuous 
balmy weather, however, lacked contrasts 
necessary to pile up the usual number of 
rarity-besprinkled waves. 

Double-crested Cormorant, heavy migra- 
tion with great flights over Long Island, 
April 20 and 27. European Cormorant, 3 im- 
matures and 1 adult, at Rye on the Sound, 
until May 3 (Oboiko). 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron, more regu- 
lar and widespread in spring. Third known 
nesting locality for Long Island, King’s 
Point, May 3 (Kimball); adults in May at 
Greenport, L. I. (Latham), Saugatuck, 
Conn. (Heck), Newark, N. J. (Eynon), and 
Troy Meadows (Bull, Kassoy). Little Blue 
Heron, Idlewild, May 8 (Mayer). 

Brant, peak of flight in mid-April; 65, 
Moriches Bay, May 6 (Wilcox), and 62, 
Jamaica Bay, May 12, with a few to May 24 
(Mayer). Greater Snow Goose, near Pater- 
son, N. J., April 13, 900 going over in several 
flocks (Wolfarth, Lang, et al.). 

Ducks lingered into May. Baldpate and 
Green-winged Teal on Long Island, May 17 
(Mayer, Rose, Terry); Pintail, 2, Jones 
Beach, May 25 (Elliott); Old-squaw, still 
migrating over Orient, May 14, last seen 
May 22 (Latham); Ring-necked Duck, 
drake, Culver’s Lake, N. J., June 1 (Brown), 
and another through May and into June at 
Tuckahoe, N. Y. (Bull). 

Poorest April hawk flight in recent years. 
Only two fair movements on New Jersey 
ridges, April 14 and May 4 (Wolfarth, et 
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al.). Turkey Vulture, increase in north- 
western Connecticut, 5-7 birds, Sherman, 
May 11 (Beardslee). Very late Rough-leg, 
Riverhead, L. I., May 12 (Latham). 

Yellow Rail, calling, Troy Meadows, 
May 3 (Eynon, Probasco). Coot bred again 
at Mill Neck, L. I., 5 young, May 17 
(Cruickshank, et al.). 

Good shore-bird flight on Long Island, 
with notable numbers of Turnstone, Knot, 
White-rump, and Red-back. Rarities: Wil- 
son’s Plover, 2, Moriches Inlet, May 24 
(Wilcox, et al.); Golden Plover, Shinnecock, 
May 24 (Cruickshank); Curlew Sandpiper, 
2 (1), Long Beach, May 11 (Sedwitz, et al.); 
Wilson's Phalarope, Moriches Inlet, May 29 
(Wilcox); Northern Phalarope, Jones Beach, 
April 25 (Elliott 

Little Gull showed up in New York Bay 
on usual dates, April 26-May 3 (Sedwitz, 
et al.). 

Poor showing of Sapsucker, Winter Wren, 
Hermit Thrush, Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
and on Long Island only, of Phoebe and Tree 
Swallow. Latter two species more normal 
in New Jersey. 

Outstanding records: Prairie Horned Lark, 
15 pairs on Jones Beach strip, young out of 
nest April 15 (Fischer); Gnatcatcher, Cen- 
tral Park, April 22-23 and May 3; Northern 
Shrike, 1, Idlewild, April 4 (Mayer), and 3, 
Montauk region, April 5 (Fischer, et al.); 
Migrant Shrike, Idlewild, April 29 (Mayer); 
Philadelphia Vireo, several in New Jersey 
(Brown, Eynon, Fables), and a singing bird 
on Long Island (Mayer); Orange-crowned 
Warbler, Richmond Hill, April 20 (Mayer, 
Rose, Terry), and May 15 in Central Park 
(Allyn); Cerulean Warbler, Alley Pond, 
L. I., May 18 (Bohn, Fischer, Skopec); Con- 
necticut Warbler, singing male, Idlewild, 
May 21 (Mayer), 2 other reports; Mourning 
Warbler, 6 reports, May 20-30; House Finch, 
an escape (?) at Jones Beach, April 11-20 
(Fischer, et a/.). Summer Tanager, Flat- 
bush, April 6 (Breslau); pair, Astoria, May 
21 (Hines). Acadian Sharp-tail, Newark 
Bay, May 30 (Eynon), and 4 on Long Island, 
May 31-June 1 (Elliott); a Sharp-tail far 
inland on fresh water, Troy Meadows, N. J., 
May 18 (J. L. Edwards) was probably 
altera. 

Red Crossbill, main flight did not reach 
northern Jersey (Bergen County) until April. 
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Maximum, 36, Demarest, April 2 (C. kK. 
Nichols), last seen May 4 on Palisades 
(Herbert). Smaller flocks on Long Island, 
notably constant at Seaford during April 
where also last seen on May 4 (Elliott).-- 
Aurrep E. Eynon, 107 Halsey St., Newark, 
N. J. 


Philadelphia Region.—Weather condi- 
tions for the period averaged abnormally 
hot and dry. Summer temperatures in April 
(70°-93°, April 


Cunnseene 11-21) brought 
Price. out flowers and 

AS leaves two or 

MD. three weeks ear- 


lier than usual. 
Woods and fields 
on May 1 pre- 
sented a summer- 
like appearance, 
and thick foliage made bird observations 
difficult. A cool period (May 5-20) retarded 
migration, which was rather long and 
drawn out with few pronounced waves. 
The bulk of the land birds passed through 
from May 12 to 20, although an earlier 
wave occurred April 20. 

Semirare warblers—Cape May, Wilson's, 
Bay-breasted, and Golden-winged—were no- 
ticeably absent. 

The Baltimore Oriole, both species of 
cuckoo, Scarlet Tanager, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak and White-throated Sparrow were 
reported as unusually abundant. 

Common birds mentioned as being less 
abundant were Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
Hermit Thrush, House Wren, and Grass- 
hopper Sparrow. 

Reports from the seacoast indicate a fine 
flight of waders, the migration still in 
progress June 1. Hudsonian Curlew, Dow- 
itcher, and Knot ‘in thousands’ during mid- 
May. Knot, 2000 still present, May 30 J. 
F. Street). Purple Sandpiper, 1, at Long- 
port, N. J., May 18 (Schmid) seems lare. 
White-rumped Sandpiper, 25, Holgare, 
N. J., May 17 (Yoder, et al.). 

The continued presence of Red Crossb: Is 
and Siskins was of special interest. Lat-st 
dates: Moorestown, N. J., May 17, Sisk’, 
16, Red Crossbill, several (W. B. Evan); 
Cape May, N. J., May 11, Red Crossbill, \0 
CE. Y. Kramer, et al.). 
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The arrival of various herons at the colony 
in Gloucester County, N. J., was noted by 
Manners, as follows: Black-crowned Night 
Heron and American Egret, first seen April 9; 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron and Little 
Blue Heron, first seen April 11. On this last 
date the totals were: Black-crowned Night 
Heron, 200; Yellow-crowned Night Heron, 
1; American Egret, 8; Little Blue Heron, 3. 

Bald Eagle nests inspected during April 
and May (Gillespie, Schmid, et a/.): south- 
eastern Pennsylvania, 1 nest, 3 young; 
northern Maryland, 1 nest, 3 young; north- 
ern Delaware, 2 nests with 3 young each, 
1 nest with 2 young, 1 nest deserted; south- 
ern New Jersey, 2 nests with 3 young each, 
1 nest with dead young beneath nest, 1 nest 
with 2 eggs in nest and 1 broken egg beneath. 

Other records of interest: Tuckerton, N. J., 
May 30, Brant, 100; Indian Mills, N. J., 
May 30, Prothonotary Warbler, 1; Penny- 
pack Park, Philadelphia, May 4, Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron, 1; Cobb’s Creek, 
Philadelphia, May 22, Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron, 1; Cape May Point, N. J., 
May 11, Chuck-will’s-widow, 2 (E. Y. 
Kramer, et al.). Cold Spring Inlet, Cape 
May County, N. J., May 18, Old-squaw, 2 
in breeding plumage (Margaret Goodwin, 
et al.). Philadelphia, May 4, Long-eared 
Owl, nest with 5 eggs; Chestnut Hill, Pa., 
May 7, Red Crossbill, 1, White-winged 
Crossbill, 2 (Tracy). Camden County, N. J., 
May 18, Long-eared Owl, nest with 4 
downy young (Corn, Jacobs). Philadelphia, 
May 3, Brewster's Warbler, 1; May 14, 
Olive-sided Flycatcher, 1 (Parry, et al.). 
Darlington, Md., May 19, Mourning 
Warbler, 1 (Arnett, Stokes). Haddonfield, 
N. J., May 19, Kentucky Warbler, 1 (Ander- 
son). Collingswood, N. J., April 6, Red 
Crossbill, 4, hopping awkwardly about on 
lawn (Potter). Absecon, N. J., several 
\merican Egrets seen on different occasions 
during May near Night Heron colony, 
indicating possible breeding (several ob- 
. Brigantine, N. J., April 11, Osprey 
ut nest on a specially constructed nesting 
s probably first breeding record for 
is) nd (Culver). Bombay Hook Refuge, 
D April 12, Gadwall, 45 (A. and P. 
( ford, Conway). 

White Pelican at Absecon, N. J., a 
F igo at Delaware City, Del., and a 


servers 


Japanese Titmouse, Upper Wissahickon, 
Philadelphia, created much excitement 
among bird students. All of these suggest 
escapes.—JuLian K. Portrer, 437 Park Ave., 
Collingswood, N. J. 


Carolina Region..—Average temperature 
about normal but with some quite hot 
periods in May, rainfall deficient, scarcely 
Laima Agen Bor Negyichey any in May. 

Te The first 
batch of 
warblers 
decidedly 
late, later 
records 
available 
but inclin- 


wiminan 


CragLeston 
ca 


ing to be behind schedule. 


Coastal Section. Shore-bird migration at 
Charleston somewhat late and not up to 
usual numbers. Royal and Least Terns and 
Skimmers in smaller numbers than usual. 
First large flocks of Wood Ibises on April 14, 
seemingly starting to build on April 30, on 
which date a nesting colony of 400 pairs of 
White Ibises also noted. Eight Black-necked 
Stilts on May 1, three weeks earlier than 
previous records, and a Hudsonian Godwit 
on May 8 (Dingle), first record for South 
Carolina. Ducks nearly all gone by May 1 
at Cape Romain, but a Duck Hawk seen the 
same day. Black-throated Green (Wayne's) 
and Yellow-throated Warbler at Orton, April 
21 (Brown), and Painted Bunting at Charles- 
ton, April 17. At Pea Island, the shore-bird 
migration was about as usual with good 
flights of many species, but Willets and 
curlews scarce and no Sanderlings (Walker, 
Grey). Only a few Tree Swallows, Barn 
Swallows nesting as usual. A Glaucous Gull 
in second-year plumage, Pea Island, May 28; 
Baird's Sandpiper, Norfolk, May 31 (Grey, 
Darden); Northern Phalarope, Pea Island, 
May 28, and Norfolk, May 31. Royal Terns 
scarce at Pea Island, others as usual. War- 
bler flight at Norfolk poor. American 
Bittern’s nest at Church's Island, Currituck 
County, with young hatched and gone, 
May 19 (J. C. Rabb). 

Inland Section. Columbia, S. C.: Blue- 
gray Gnatcatcher, April 3; Hooded Warbler, 
April 11; other arrivals mainly later than 
those from North Carolina, except for latest 
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Cedar Waxwing date for the region, May 23 
(Mrs. Charles). More than usual nesting 
activities, 37 nests of 30 pairs, representing 
13 species already found. In preceding re- 
port, it was erroneously reported that no 
Robins were present at Columbia in that 
period; they were there in usual numbers. 

In North Carolina, warblers more numer- 
ous than usual, Chapel Hill reporting 28 
kinds and Charlotte 21, while at Arden, 
May 2 was an unusually good day. Note- 
worthy records: Nashville Warbler, Chapel 
Hill, April 27 (Odum), and Rocky Mount, 
May 12 (Craighill); Golden-winged War- 
bler, Chapel Hill, April 23 and 24, Durham, 
April 27 (Johnson), and Arden, May 2 (Mrs. 
Grinnell); Swainson’s Warbler, Tryon, May 
9 (Holmes), third record there; Bay-breasted 
Warbler, Chapel Hill, May 10 and 14, and 
Winston-Salem, May 10 (Anderson); Black- 
burnian Warbler, Chapel Hill, May 6, and 
Arden, May 2; Wilson's Warbler, Raleigh, 
May 10, and Winston-Salem, same day. 
Last Black-polls at Henderson, May 30 
(Miss Hunter). Blue Grosbeaks unusually 
common at Henderson, first May 4, but 
April 19 at Raleigh. Bobolinks unusually 
common at Charlotte (Brown, Sellers) and 
Rocky Mount, missed most other localities. 
Barn Swallows in unprecedented numbers at 
Charlotte. Two Upland Plover, Morganton, 
April 6-12 (Gregory). Pigeon Hawk, Win- 
ston-Salem, April 14, and Baltimore Oriole, 
May 10. 

Four nests of Yellow-crowned Night Herons 
near Rocky Mount, April 29; Osprey’s nest, 
Washington, May 20; Bob-white nest with 
3 eggs, Chapel Hill, April 1, unusually early; 
King Rails with downy young, Charlotte, 
May 15; 3 pairs breeding Prairie Horned 
Larks, Rocky Mount, a nest found April 16, 
and another pair, Henderson, May 28 (Miss 
Fox). House Wrens and several pairs Song 
Sparrows nesting at Winston-Salem, both 
for first time; Blue-headed Vireo nest, 
Greensboro, May 4 (McAllister). Some 
‘lasts’: White-throated Sparrow, Columbia, 
May 12; Raleigh, May 22 (Wray); Arden, 
May 12. Swamp Sparrow, Columbia, May 4; 
Chapel Hill, May 24; Arden, May 12. 
Myrtle Warbler, Columbia, Apri] 25; Chapel 
Hill, May 15; Arden, May 20.—C. S. 
Brimuey, 515 Washington St., and Joun H. 
Grey, Jr., 2718 Vanderbilt Ave., Raleigh, N.C. 
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Pensacola (Fla.) Region.—The wide- 
spread drought, which has had much recert 
notice in the press, affected this immediate 
Pensacola region region less severely 

Fora ~| than other parts of 

— the Southeast. 

Rivers with their 

sources in the 

drought area are at 

lower levels than I 

have seen them for 

several years; but 

Me upland ponds re- 

Gulf oF Mexico ceived enough local 

rain to maintain 

them through the period with at least a little 

water. As a result, Solitary Sandpipers and 

both the Yellow-legs completed their normal 
sojourn in good numbers. 

The local influx of spring migrants has 
been about normal, with the usual disap- 
pointments when long spells of clear weather 
permitted trans-Gulf migrants to pass over 
this coastal region unseen. A real surprise 
was the total absence of Scarlet Tanagers— 
not a single tanager has been reported this 
spring. Olive-backed Thrush and Northern 
Water-Thrush on April 5 were by far the 
earliest ever recorded; Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
on April 5 and Yellow Warbler on April 6 
were very early; Magnolia Warbler, April 
27, equaled its previous earliest date; and 
3 White-rumped Sandpipers, May 10 and 11, 
were the only ones reported in this region 
since 1935. On the other hand, two ex- 
tremely abundant migrants—Hooded War- 
bler, reported on April 4 (Alan Sheppard), 
and Red-eyed Vireo, April 5 (Mrs. A. L. 
Whigham)—were about a week later than 
usual. Other arrival dates, about average 
or a little late, are: Crested Flycatcher, 
April 4 (Mrs. Whigham); Broad-winged 
Hawk and Blue-winged Warbler (rare), 
April 6; Wood Pewee and Wood Thrush, 
April 9 (Mrs. Whigham); Indigo Bunting 
(Mrs. Whigham) and Nighthawk, April 10; 
Barn Swallow, April 12; Spotted Sandpiper 
and Worm-eating Warbler (very ra e), 
April 13; Least Tern, April 19; Blue Gros- 
beak (rare), April 20; Veery, April 27; ind 
Tennessee Warbler (rare in spring), May 1 
(Sheppard). A small flock of Ruddy T::rn- 
stones, May 30 (very late), were the « aly 
ones seen this season. 


THE 


Of departing migrants, Shoveller on 
April 13, Blue-headed Vireo on April 27, 
and Pigeon Hawk on May 4 were by far the 
latest ever recorded. Pine Siskin, reported 
by Mrs. Whigham in the preceding period, 
stayed until April 8. Other departure dates 
of interest are: Orange-crowned Warbler, 
April 6; American Bittern, April 10; Purple 
Finch, April 11 (Mrs. Whigham); Savannah 
Sparrow (rare last winter), April 12 (Mrs. 
Whigham); Ring-neck and American Golden- 
eye, April 13; Wilson's Snipe and Palm 
Warbler, April 19; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
and Field Sparrow, April 23 (both by Mrs. 
Whigham); House Wren, April 25 (Shep- 
pard); Greater Yellow-legs and Myrtle 
Warbler, April 27; Blue-winged Teal, Red- 
breasted Merganser, Red-backed Sandpiper, 
Catbird, and White-throated Sparrow (the 
last by Mrs. Whigham), May 4; Bonaparte’s 
Gull, May 10 (Sheppard); Double-crested 
Cormorant, Spotted Sandpiper, and Lesser 
Yellow-legs, May 11; Solitary and Least 
Sandpipers, May 18; Cedar Waxwing, May 
21 (Mrs. Whigham); Black-bellied Plover 
in nuptial plumage, May 25; Semipalmated 
Plover, Semipalmated Sandpiper, and Sander- 
ling (in nuptial plumage), May 30; and Barn 
Swallow, June 1. Lesser Scaups lingered 
later than for many years, and several small 
flocks in widely separated localities were 
seen regularly up to the last week in May. 
Black-bellied Plover, Red-backed Sandpiper, 
and Sanderling were first seen in full nuptial 
plumage on May 4. 

A Bluebird’s nest with the opening only 
13! inches above the ground is the lowest 
| have ever seen. It contained well grown 
young birds on April 20. In the Ward's 
Heron colony, several nests contained young 
birds on April 27, but in one nest incubation 
had not been completed on May 4. Red- 
cockaded Woodpecker was seen feeding 
young in the nest on May 11 (early); Ken- 
tucky Warbler was seen feeding young just 
out of the nest, May 18; the first Least Tern 
nest with a full set of eggs was found on 
May 25; and a Yellow-breasted Chat was 
reported still present and in full song on 
June 1 (Mrs. Whigham), which indicated 
probable local breeding. Also on June 1, a 

ood of Rough-winged Swallows just out 

‘ the nest was seen, a pair of Crested Fly- 

tchers were feeding large young almost 
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ready to leave the nest, and a pair of Blue- 
gray Gnatcatchers were busy laying the 
foundation of a new nest—probably for their 
second brood.—Francis M. Weston, 2006 
E. Jordan Street, Pensacola, Fla. 


Ohio Region.—Early April temperatures 
were generally below normal, and the first 
really warm spring weather came rather 
abruptly at the 
close of the sec- 
ond week. The 
rest of the period 
was unusually 
warm. Most 
weather stations 
in the State re- 
ported daily tem- 
perature means of 
5° or 6° F. above 
normal for April, 
and excess for May was almost as great. 
Rainfall continued to be deficient in April, 
but there were frequent showers in May 
and total precipitation was not far from 
normal. 

The retarded spring migration continued 
into April, and it was not until April 14 and 
15 that there was any large-scale migration 
in northern Ohio, except among waterfowl. 
By April 30, however, dates of arrival were 
nearly normal. Indeed, most observers 
found one or more species far ahead of 
schedule. On the whole, spring migration 
lacked spectacular concentrations of mi- 
grants, particularly during the latter half of 
May. The number of migrant species still 
present at the end of the period was rather 
larger than usual, but represented by only a 
few individuals. 

At Put-in-Bay, heaviest migration flights 
coincided quite well with periods of warmest 
weather. A large majority of arrival dates 
fell within one of the four following periods: 
April 14-19, April 29-May 2, May 5-7, and 
May 15-16. The first period was one of 
active migration over the entire State, but 
no such agreement between stations was 
apparent during the later part of the spring 
movement. Indeed, the May migration in 
central Ohio seems to have shown quite 
different trends. For example, on May 18, 
definitely past the peak of observed migra- 
tion in northern Ohio, Claugus recorded a 
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total of 143 species in the region about 
Newark and Buckeye Lake. 

Among water birds, Horned Grebes were 
scarce. The duck migration continued well 
into April. In the region about Sandusky 
Bay and the ‘Harbors’ there were 18 species, 
including an estimated total of 6300 Canvas- 
back on April 4 (Hicks), and 16 species on 
April 7-8 (Morse). Flocks of Baldpates re- 
mained later than usual: 4 at Buckeye Lake 
on May 25 (Rea), 50 at Toledo on May 31 
(Campbell), and the species still present at 
Canton in June (Tawney). There were sev- 
eral reports for White-winged Scoters: 1 at 
Cleveland on April 12 (Morse), 5 at Toledo 
on April 27 (Mayfield, Collins), and 2 at 
Guilford Lake on May 4 (Stewart). Old- 
squaws were seen at Cleveland on April 12 
(Morse), at Put-in-Bay on May 8, and at 
Buckeye Lake on May 18 (Thomas). Two 
late dates for Blue Geese: April 21, 3 near 
Cleveland (Skaggs), and May 8, when a 
flock of 11 alighted at Put-in-Bay. 

Increase in egrets is evidenced by an un- 
precedented number of spring records: Pyma- 
tuning Lake, April 12 (Skaggs); at Fairport 
and in the Cuyahoga valley in April (Skaggs); 
and in the vicinity of Toledo, May 17-31, 4 
individuals on the latter date (Campbell). 
A single Snowy Egret was reported from 
Lake White near Piketon, April 20 (Rea). 
The most notable hawk flights occurred 
April 19 at Put-in-Bay, when more than 300 
Broad-wings were seen, and on April 20 
when an estimated 410 Broad-wings were 
encountered along the Lake Erie shore be- 
tween Port Clinton and Reno (Brandenburg, 
Campbell). 

Shore birds were rather scarce. On May 17, 
at Buckeye Lake, there were 12 species, in- 
cluding 1 Northern Phalarope (Claugus). 
Knots were reported from Toledo, May 23 
(Campbell), and from Baybridge, May 24 
(Thomas); Dowitcher from Port Clinton, 
May 17 (Holt, Campbell); and Hudsonian 
Curlew from Toledo, May 23, 1 individual 
lingering into June (Campbell). Additional 
records for northern gulls include 2 Glaucous 
Gulls at Put-in-Bay, April 3 (Trautman), 
and an Iceland Gull at O'Shaughnessy Reser- 
voir, April 12 (Borror). A Black-backed 
Gull remained at Put-in-Bay until April 20. 

Arrival dates for swallows at representa- 
tive Ohio illustrate lateness of 
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migration at beginning of period: Purple 
Martin, Dayton, April 3 (Blincoe); Canton, 
April 5 (Tawney); Wooster, April 7 (Hicks); 
and Columbus, April 8 (Barry). Barn Swal- 
low, Derby, April 15 (Claugus); Put-in 
Bay, April 16; Toledo, April 20 (Campbell); 
Dayton, April 20 (Blincoe); Columbus, 
April 20 (Barry); and Canton, April 23 

There were few unusual warbler records 
Noteworthy, however, were Prairie War 
blers at Canton on May 3 and 21, and Hooded 
Warbler on May 5 (banded by Braun and 
Keplinger). Pine Warblers, rather scarce 
migrants in the western half of the State, 
were noted on four occasions from April 20 
to May 17 at Toledo (Campbell), and on 
April 29 at Put-in-Bay. Myrtle Warblers 
appeared to be much less numerous than 
usual at Cleveland (Morse), and at Cuyahoga 
Falls (G. A. Smith); Cape May Warblers 
commoner than usual at the latter station. 

Among sparrows, Fox Sparrows were al- 
most rare at a number of stations. The 
question as to the true proportions of Gam- 
bel’s and White-crowned Sparrows in Ohio 
is raised by the experience of Mr. Skaggs, 
who captured and banded 2 Gambel’s and 14 
White-crowns at South Euclid in May. It 
seems increasingly evident that Gambel’s 
Sparrow is actually not rare in the State, but 
that it is confused with the White-crown 
by most observers. Last available crossbill 
records were: Red Crossbill, Toledo, 7 on 
April 29, and 3 on May 4 (Brandenburg, 
Campbell); White-winged Crossbill, Pyma- 
tuning Lake, 25 on May 17 (Skaggs, G. A 
Smith).—C. F. Waker, Stone Laboratory, 
Put-in-Bay, Ohio. 


Chicago Region.—April started out 
slightly colder than normal, but hot spells 
from the 10th to 20th and from April 26 
through May 7 
started an early 
migration, which 
was shut off by 
cold windy davs 
from May 9-12. 
A very hot period 
from May 15 on 
failed to brig 
any flood of nt- 
grants. Precipit :- 
tion was considerably below normal. 
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Out of 110 common migrants due in April 
and May, 81 species averaged 7.15 days early 
while 26 averaged 5.46 days late. Arrivals 
over 12 days early, with number of days 
early indicated, include: American Bittern, 
14, April 6 (Weigel); Semipalmated Plover, 
29, April 17 (Dreuth); Greater and Lesser 
Yellow-legs, 19, April 11 (Johnston); Com- 
mon Tern, 17, and Chimney Swift, 15, 
April 15 and 14 (Levy); Caspian Tern, very 
early record, April 18 (Dreuth); Humming- 
bird, 21, April 19 (Fisher); Bank Swallow, 
21, April 12 (Dreuth, Nork, Clark); Rough- 
winged Swallow, 17, April 18 (Baldwin, 
Wiles); House Wren, 13, April 12 (Weigel); 
Red-eyed Vireo, 17 (Dreuth); Black and 
White and Orange-crowned Warblers, 14, 
April 14 and 22 (Baldwin, Decker); Pro- 
thonotary and Cape May Warblers, 17 and 
20, April 19 (Levy); Pine Warbler, 14, 
April 20 (Baldwin); Grasshopper and Hens- 
low's Sparrows, 13 and 15, April 13 and 
9 (Dreuth). 

Greater Scaups were much more numerous, 
with many on Lake Michigan and at least 
100 on the Illinois River between Ottawa 
and La Salle, April 12 (W. Cannon). Twenty 
Redheads and 4 Ruddies were reported at 
different times. Other items of interest 
include: Cooper's Hawk, Osprey, Long- 
eared and Short-eared Owls, Brewer's Black- 
bird, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Gambel’s 
Sparrow and Willow Thrush. Durham re- 
ported Hudsonian Curlews in Waukegan 
again this year, a Prairie Horned Lark’s nest 
containing 4 young with pin feathers on 
April 20, and several Yellow-headed Black- 
birds in a large swamp on Skokie Highway 
west of Great Lakes. Two large flocks of 
Black-bellied Plovers, and Ruddy Turn- 
stones in lesser numbers, were noted, but 
shore birds were scarce with many species 
absent. At no time was there the usual flood 
of warblers. The Parula, Prairie and Chat 
were completely missing, also Harris's, 
Clay-colored and Lark Sparrows. 

What the spring migration lacked in 

antity it made up for in quality, many 
rare birds being reported: Red-throated 
Loon, Lincoln Park, May 13 (Dreuth); 
\ellow-crowned Night Heron, Morton 

rboretum, April 20 (Holabird); Blue Goose, 
kson Park, April 27 (Levy); Turkey Vul- 
re, 2, Evanston, April 19 (Mrs. Manly 
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Mumford); Golden Eagle, Wolf Lake, May 1 
(Baldwin, Decker); Mockingbird, 2, Oak- 
hill Cemetery, April 30 (Baldwin) and 
Lincoln Park, May 8 (Dreuth); American 
Pipit, Orlando Wild Life Preserve, April 8, 
and 1 albino Starling (in a group of 50), 
Mount Hope Cemetery (Baldwin); Montana 
Junco, Jackson Park, April 6 (Levy). 

A Swainson’s Warbler was reported in 
Lincoln Park, April 18 (Clark), and ob- 
served from 15 feet the next day (Dreuth, 
Nork, Clark); no previous record in the 
Chicago region. On May 4 on the Des 
Plaines south of Half Day, a Lawrence's 
Warbler was studied at close range (Mr. and 
Mrs. H. D. Smith). It differed from type by 
having one wide yellow wing-bar instead 
of two narrow white ones, and a narrow 
black eye-stripe similar to that of the Blue- 
wing. Its song, repeated continuously with- 
out variation, consisted of 4 notes, tsé-tsi- 
tsi-tsit, the first 3 lazy and the last one short; 
the first note was higher than the next, the 
last lower. In the same locality, a Brewster's 
Warbler was found on May 17 (Baldwin, 
Decker, Smith), singing like a Golden-wing, 
with an extra buzz on the end. It has been 
found here previously, and this is the first 
year that no Golden-wing has been seen, 
though 5 pairs of Blue-wings are nesting in 
one-quarter of a square mile. From Danville, 
Arthur Lilly reports a Bachman’s Warbler 
on May 15—one previous Illinois record, a 
bird collected at Decatur in 1899. The 
record is probably correct, as he is very 
definite about no black on the eye and a 
black patch on the head commencing slightly 
above the beak, as well as the black throat 
patch.—Exten T. Smitn, Lake Forest, Ill 


Missouri Region.—Fine weather pre- 
vailed over most of the region during April 
and May. No severe storms, sudden changes 
in temperature or prolonged rainy spells 
interfered with 
the northward 
movement of mi- 
pees") grants. Through- 

ce. |out April the 
... |days were warm 
2. |and the nights 
;| cooler than usual. 
MISSOURI REGION 23 For the entire 
period, precipita- 
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tion was somewhat below normal. How- 
ever, most of the rains were local, resulting 
in a deficiency in some places and a slight 
excess in others. The uniformly fine weather 
may have been the cause of the poor birding. 
Both Ira Miller, of Springfield, and G. E. 
Moore, of Sullivan, say that waves of mi- 
grants were not noticeable in their localities. 
Only during the first few days of May was 
there any suggestion of a warbler wave in 
the Kansas City region. 

Waterfowl thinned out during the first 
two weeks of April. Blue and Lesser Snow 
Geese were last reported from St. Louis on 
April 6 (J. E. Comfort). The same observer 
saw 12 species of ducks on the 6th and a 
flock of 75 Double-crested Cormorants at 
Creve Coeur Lake on April 11. Geese 
remained in the Kansas City area until April 
13. Blue-winged Teal which began coming in 
late in March were the most common ducks 
during April. Among the rarer waterfowl 
visitors were 2 Common Loons seen on 
Quivera Lake on April 6 (Hedges). Cun- 
ningham observed a pair of Red-breasted 
Mergansers there April 5, and a male Cinna- 
mon Teal at Big Lake, in Holt County, on 
May 12. 

Florida Gallinules, Soras, King and Vir- 
ginia Rails were found in the marshes in late 
April and the first half of May in usual 
numbers. Herons and Bitterns have been 
reported in numbers far below normal. 

Shore birds have shared in the general 
scarcity of migrants this spring. Around 
Kansas City, water has covered the mud 
flats where they fed in great numbers in the 
spring of 1940. Only at Big Lake have con- 
ditions been favorable for shore birds. Here, 
on May 12, hundreds of Semipalmated, 
Least and Pectoral Sandpipers, many Greater 
and Lesser Yellow-legs were found upon the 
mud flats and sand beaches. One Black- 
bellied Plover, 25 Semipalmated Plovers, 3 
Long-billed Dowitchers, 3 Hudsonian God- 
wits, 5 Baird's Sandpipers and 21 Wilson's 
Phalaropes were among the 16 species of 
shore birds present. One Caspian, many 
Forster's and Black Terns were also seen 
(Cunningham). Wayne Short observed a 
Black-bellied Plover near St. Louis on May 
20, and 3 Stilt Sandpipers on May 11. 

Miller and Moore report a scarcity of 
hawks in the areas which they cover—a 
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condition which has not existed at Kansa 
City or St. Louis. J. E. Comfort saw five 
species on April 6, and had 5 Ospreys in 
sight at one time on April 17 at Creve Coeur 
Lake. At Kansas City the Red-tail, Red 
shoulder, American Rough-leg, Broad-wing 
and Marsh Hawk were seen commonly dur- 
ing April. Four Rough-legs were seen in 
Platte County, April 13—an unusually late 
date (Harford, Spottswood, Newton, Cun- 
ningham). The Red-shouldered Hawk seems 
to be increasing near Kansas City. For the 
last two years it has been seen regularly 
during the nesting season at Parkville and in 
Swope Park, where it was unknown in 
former years. A nest of the Broad-wing was 
found in the park on May 2. 

Although there were no great warbler 
waves this spring, most of the species un- 
common or rare in the region were seen. 
Members of the St. Louis Bird Club observed 
both the Golden-winged and Bay-breasted 
Warblers on May 11. The Cape May was 
reported from near Sullivan on that date. 
Hooded Warblers were seen at St. Louis, 
Sullivan and Holliday, Kans. (about 10 
miles west of the State line). The last record 
was obtained by Hedges on May 30, and 
may indicate breeding. The bird was seen 
later the same day by Newton and Cunning- 
ham. A Bay-breasted Warbler, which was 
reported near Holliday on May 11, may be 
the first Kansas record for that species 
(Hedges). 

Early in May, Hedges found the Poor-will, 
Prairie Warbler and Bewick’s Wren in the 
vast area of wooded ravines and brushy up- 
lands that surround Quivera Lake, about 10 
miles west of Kansas City, in Johnson 
County, Kansas. The three species were 
still present May 30, and well distributed 
over the area. On this date 3 Prairie War- 
blers were heard in song at one time (Hedges, 
Newton, Cunningham). This species is an 
abundant breeder in southern Missouri but 
practically unknown in the northwestern 
part of the State. It is on the hypothetical 
list of Kansas birds at present. Bewick's 
Wren has a similar distribution—common 
south and east but rare and casual to tie 
northwest. In 1919 Harris considered te 
Poor-will extinct as a breeder in the vicinity 
of Kansas City.—James W. CunNINGHA™M, 
4425 Main St., Kansas City, Mo. 
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Minnesota Region.—After a_ rather 
stormy and delayed early spring the weather 
turned unseasonably warm in April and in 
the middle of the 
month, following 
heavy general 
rains, vegetation 
started witha 
rush and by the 
end of the month 
conditions were 
ten days or two 
weeks ahead of 
normal. May was 
very like June 
with noon tem- 
peratures gener- 
ally over 70° and occasionally (8 days) over 
80°. Frequent rains raised lakes, ponds and 
streams but the year’s total precipitation 
thus far is nearly two inches below normal. 

Field observers agreed that on the whole 
birds were unusually scarce this spring. 
Probably all species were represented and a 
very few were common, but the woods and 
fields were strangely silent. Mr. Sweden- 
borg says, ‘“This has undoubtedly been the 
most disappointing spring migration that 
I have ever watched. If there were any 
good waves I missed them. A few species 
were fairly numerous, but most were scarce 
and some of the warblers we missed en- 
tirely."" As an exception he adds, ‘Probably 
the most interesting thing was the presence 
of so many Yellow-billed Cuckoos in the 
Harriet Bridle Path for a few days after the 
17th of May. Food was abundant and at 
least a few were mated but they seem to 
have disappeared entirely." 

A report from Miss Eleanor B. Jilson, of 
St. Paul, furnishes an interesting and some- 
what amusing comment on where to go to 
look for birds. She concentrated attention 

n her home surroundings—an apartment 
building in a resident city district close by a 
wooded slope through which ran a city 
treet. Patrolling this street for an hour 
-ach day for a distance of three blocks from 
May 8-20, a list of 53 species resulted, in- 
luding 14 warblers! Going far afield is 
lainly not necessary but, of course, trained 
ves and ears are necessary to make such 
irding possible. 

A selection from various lists kindly sub- 
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mitted by correspondents indicates the 
season's trend of arrivals at Minneapolis 
and vicinity: April 4, Martin; April 5, 
Phoebe; April 6, Hermit Thrush; April 8, 
many Robins in city; April 9, first female 
Robin; April 11, Vesper Sparrow; April 12, 
American Bittern, Robin building; April 13, 
Tree Swallow, Myrtle Warbler, Phoebe 
building; April 14, White-throated Sparrow; 
April 16, Brown Thrasher; April 17, Chip- 
ping Sparrow; April 28, House Wren; April 
30, Black and White Warbler. 

May 1, Chimney Swift, Wood Thrush, 
Baltimore Oriole; May 3, Yellow Warbler, 
Bobolink, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Martins 
building; May 4, Cape May Warbler, Red- 
start; May 5, Blackburnian Warbler; May 7, 
Catbird, Indigo Bunting; May 8, Warbling 
Vireo; May 12, Nighthawk; May 14, Gold- 
en-winged, Mourning and Canada Warblers, 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo; May 16, Scarlet 
Tanager. 

Mrs. C. E. Peterson, of Madison on our 
western prairies, sends the following ‘firsts’ 
and states that the Yellow Warbler there 
was much more abundant than usual: April 
7, Fox Sparrow; April 8, Hermit Thrush; 
April 11, Martin; April 12, Phoebe; April 26, 
Lincoln's Sparrow; April 29, Tree Swallow; 
April 30, more White-throated Sparrows for 
one day than ever before; May 3, Thrasher, 
Oven-bird; May 5, Magnolia Warbler; May 
8, Burrowing Owl; May 14, Western King- 
bird, Buff-breasted Sandpiper (2); May 19, 
Orchard Oriole. 

Dr. Lakela, of Duluth, reports Golden and 
Black-bellied Plovers and Ruddy Turnstones 
on a grassy playground at Minnesota Point 
on May 25; Dowitchers, Red-backed Sand- 
pipers and Sanderlings on May 19. Vegeta- 
tion two weeks ahead of normal. 

Items of special interest. A flock of 50 or 60 
Snow and Blue Geese alighted in mid-April 
in a Minnesota River slough not far south of 
Minneapolis and remained two weeks or 
more. Their occurrence in eastern Minnesota 
in spring, especially the Blues, was most 
exceptional. A single Hudsonian Curlew 
was seen on May 20 on Sandy Point, Lake 
Pepin (Breckenridge); 2, Minnesota Point, 
Duluth, May 18 (Dr. Lakela); and 3, May 
17, near Grand Marais, Lake Superior (Dr. 
W. P. Abbott). This is an uncommon bird 
in the interior and there are not many Min- 
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nesota records. The Whistling Swan migra- 
tion passed northward during early April 
and also the usual great flight of Blue and 
Snow Geese along the Minnesota-Dakota 
line. Some geese lingered until early May. 
Warden Nordeen reported an American 
Egret near Red Wing, April 1; 2, Frontenac, 
April 27. These are early dates and suggest 
nesting. The presence of 2 Tufted Titmice on 
April 2 at Virginia up on the Iron Range 
(Miss Vera Barrows) was a surprise, as they 
have heretofore only been stray visitants in 
southeastern Minnesota. Brother Hubert 
Lewis, of St. Paul, found an early Broad- 
winged Hawk's nest with 2 eggs on April 
14. Four eggs were laid and hatched, and 


the young banded on May 24. While most 
of the nesting dates are in May and June, 
there is one for April 20 in Stearns County, 
a more northern locality.—Tuos. S. Roperts, 
Museum of Natural History, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Northern Great Plains Region.—This 
spring has been one of abnormal rainfall. 
The drought appears to be definitely broken, 
and the prairie 
May once again 
become a great 
waterfowl pro- 
ducing area. 
Many lakes and 
potholes that 
have been dry 
for years are 
now full of water. Precipitation thus far in 
1941 has, at many points, already exceeded 
the total annual precipitation of 1934 or 1936. 
Appraisals of the waterfowl population for 
the region are difficult because conditions 
have changed so sharply. About all that 
can be said is that there are at least as 
many ducks and geese as last year, and 
that conditions for the birds are vastly 
improved 

Loons, never common here, scarcer than 
usual; the only records were on Lower 
Souris, 1 on April 20 and 1 on May 20. 
Stable water levels and protection have 
brought about a tremendous increase in 
grebes, especially on some of the Federal 
refuges. All five grebes nest abundantly on 
areas such as Lower Souris. White Pelicans 
first appeared April 11 on Waubay (Ambro- 
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sen). They have deserted the famous Gull 
Island in Medicine Lake because of increased 
water levels, and have moved to another 
portion of the refuge (Horn). The cormo- 
rants there are now nesting in trees instead 
of on the ground. Tree-nesting cormorants 
are on at least two other refuges (Upper 
Souris and Sand Lake). 

The goose flight through this region, 
especially of White-fronts and Canadas, was 
apparently better than recent years. The 
spring duck migration was good, but with 
no outstanding features. Many observers 
report a gain in diving ducks. Ruddy Ducks 
and Blue-winged Teal show an increase in a 
few localities. 

If any group of birds is losing ground, it is 
the raptores—especially the beneficial varie 
ties. The Marsh Hawk and the falcons seem 
to be holding their own much better than 
the buteo group. A Golden Eagle was noted 
on Lower Souris, May 3. 

A pair of Sandhill Cranes are still on 
Upper Souris and are believed to be nesting 
(Dart). During the spring shore-bird flight, 
not one Wilson's Snipe was seen on either 
Souris refuge. Avocets in reduced numbers 
on Upper Souris, none on Lower Souris. 
First Lower Souris curlew record, May 19. 
Wilson's Phalaropes were quite abundant on 
most areas. Peterson observed 3 Hudsonian 
Godwits at Brandt, May 18. Northern 
Phalaropes, Des Lacs, May 12 (Kent), and 
Lower Souris, May 15. The Franklin's Gull 
colony on Sand Lake has expanded greatly, 
the nesting area now covering almost 1200 
acres. Due to higher water levels, the gulls 
are now partial to phragmites for nesting 
sites, instead of stands of river bulrush 
(Beed). Immature Bonaparte’s Gull, Medi- 
cine Lake, May 31 (Horn). Jaeger near 
Tower City, May 7 (Preston). 

The Black-billed Cuckoo was unusual]; 
early at Fargo (May 21), as was the Chimney 
Swift (May 3) seen by Stevens, who also had 
the only Hummingbird record (May 23, 
Early Black-billed Cuckoo records also fron 
Bismarck (May 18, Halloran), and Minor 
(May 22, Stine). Cliff Swallows on Long 
Lake near Bismarck, April 27 (Halloran). 
Brown Creepers exceedingly scarce, the onl; 
records being April 9 and 16 at Farg: 
(Stevens). Most observers reported the 
Hermit Thrush to be very scarce this spring 
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Golden-crowned Kinglet at Minot, April 21 

Stine). Sprague’s Pipit, April 24, Lower 
Souris. Bohemian Waxwings lingered until 
April 13 at Minot (Stine), and April 15 at 
Fargo (Stevens). Starlings are now nesting 
at least as far west as Minot. Cedar Wax- 
wing and Yellow-throated Vireo at Fargo, 
May 20 (Stevens). 

Poor warbler flight. Bay-breasted War- 
bler, Bismarck, May 14 (Halloran). Parula 
Warbler, May 18, Lower Souris (the bird 
was quite tame and spent the entire forenoon 
in a small group of shrubs on the head- 
quarter's lawn—second State record). Or- 
chard Oriole, May 15, Sand Lake (Beed), 
and May 18, Minot (Stine). Black-headed 
Grosbeaks reported from Bismarck, May 4 
Halloran), and Minot, May 18 (Stine). 
Indigo Bunting, May 25; Dickcissel, May 
27; and 2 Purple Finches banded on May 6 
at Fargo (Stevens). Fox Sparrow, April 6, 
Tower City (Preston). The Zonotrichia 
group of sparrows were exceptionally scarce 
this spring, especially at Lower Souris 
where they are ordinarily very abundant. 
Only a few White-throated and Harris's 
Sparrows were observed there, and no White- 


crowned Sparrows. Leconte’s and Nelson's 
Sparrows are still increasing as summer 
residents on Lower Souris. McCown’s Long- 
spur, May 30, near Minot (Stine).—C. J. 
Henry, Lower Souris National Wildlife Refuge, 
Upham, N. D. 


Texas Coastal Region.—I. The Weather. 
Early April brought warm weather (maxi- 
mum temperatures 75°-85°) and a brief 
cessation from 
long-continued 

COASTAL Houston . 
| REGION rains. But after 
| -., April 15 the 
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weather became 
cloudy and cool- 
er (maximums 
below 65°) with 
. showers occa- 
sionally. From April 20, heavy downpours 
curred almost daily until May. Showers 
ntinued, with warmer weather, during 
e first week of May. After that the 
eather remained relatively dry and hot 
itil, on May 26, more rain came and con- 
ued intermittently to the end of the month. 
'!. General Conditions. Many birds started 
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nesting in the good weather of early April, 
or before. But the rains and floods of late 
April destroyed many eggs of low-nesting 
birds, and delayed the nesting of many 
individuals of all species. Nesting was 
resumed, however, in May, and the season 
was generally successful, although pro- 
tracted. 

A few species had a bad season. The 
Prairie Chicken crop was a complete failure; 
Bob-whites fared little better; the already- 
decimated Killdeer population seems to have 
been hard hit again; and, for some reason, 
Ward's Herons appear to have had a poor 
season. But most water birds (most herons, 
egrets, gulls, terns, Water-Turkey, Stilts, 
gallinules, grebes) had a better season than 
normal, and others (pelicans, Spoonbills, 
ibises) held their own at least. Woodland 
birds had a good season because of the excel- 
lent food conditions resulting from the rains. 

Thealmost unprecedented rainfall through- 
out the West and Southwest evidently 
halted the eastward emigration of western 
species. The only truly western form noted 
this season in the Texas coastal region was 
the Yellow-headed Blackbird (Rockport, 
Victoria, and Galveston, April 19-27). 

III. Nesting Data. (Except for the Bay 
City colony, all bird colonies mentioned in 
the following paragraph are Audubon So- 
ciety sanctuaries.) Bird Island (off the 
western tip of Galveston Island), May 31: 
about 150 Brown Pelican nests, some just 
being built, most with eggs, and a few with 
young; 300 Snowy Egret nests, most with 
eggs but a few with freshly hatched young; 
the same for 300 Louisiana Heron nests; 
4000 Royal Tern nests, all with eggs; 1000 
Laughing Gull nests, most with eggs but a 
few with freshly hatched young. Eagle 
Lake (75 miles west of Houston), May 22: 
about 15 Mexican Cormorant nests, all with 
large, fully-feathered young; 50 Water- 
Turkey nests, with eggs, very small young, 
and large young (sometimes all three in the 
same nest); many thousand American Egret, 
Snowy Egret, and Little Blue Heron nests, 
and a considerable but undetermined number 
of Black-crowned and Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron nests, ail these with eggs and 
young in all stages of development. Carroll 
Island (Second-Chain-of-Islands): 200 Spoon- 
bills, April 10; 300 nests with eggs and young 
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and 100 new nests, May 10 (Stevenson). Ten 
miles south of Bay City (80 miles southwest 
of Houston), May 24: about 50 Water- 
Turkey, 75 White Ibis, 50 Spoonbill, 50 
Black-crowned Night Heron, 50 American 
Egret, and hundreds of Snowy Egret, 
Louisiana Heron, Little Blue Heron, and 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron nests, ali with 
eggs or young, but none of the young near 
maturity. 

Further examples showing the erratic 
timing of this nesting season: young left one 
Bald Eagle nest on Aransas Refuge on March 
15, but 2 young remained in another nest 
there on April 21 (Stevenson). A pair of 
Brown Thrashers working on a nest in 
Houston, April 16-19, abandoned it when 
the rains came, and did not resume building 
(15 feet away) until May 8, but another 
near-by pair with eggs on April 19 hatched 
them on May 8 (Whitaker). Prothonotary 
Warblers arrived in Sheldon on April 8, but 
because of rain did not build until April 27, 
or lay eggs until May 1 (Todd)—latter dates 
three weeks earlier than in the dry year 1939. 

IV. Migration Data. The many showers 
drove migrants to cover frequently, and gave 
opportunities for so many observations that 
any attempt to summarize them seems futile. 
One party in one day (April 26) in the Hous- 
ton-Galveston area saw 136 species. All 
the commonly expected species were numer- 
ous, but the only unusual migrant was the 
Cape May Warbler, Rockport, April 24-25 
(Hagar). Ordinarily most first-arrival dates 
for spring migrants fall in the third week of 
April. This year they fell in the fourth week, 
or later. Departures tended to be late, but 
were erratic, depending upon very local 
weather. The heavy shore-bird migration 
was protracted into late May, and Whoop- 
ing Cranes were on the Aransas Refuge 18 
days later than ever before recorded. Oddly, 
geese departed much later in the southern 
part of the region than in the northern. In 
the following list of departure dates, the 
first date refers to the Rockport-Aransas 
area, the second to the Galveston Bay area: 
Canada Goose, May 25, March 25; Lesser 
Snow Goose, April 21, April 1; Blue Goose, 
April 26, April 1. Ducks left both regions 
at approximately the same times: Ruddy 
Duck, last 10 days of April; Pintail and 
Baldpate, first 10 days of May; Red-breasted 
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Merganser, second 10 days; Scaup, last 10 
days; Blue-winged Teal, remained into June. 

On the whole, it was a late and protracted 
but excellent season for both migrants and 
breeding birds.—Gerorce G. Wittiams, Th: 


Rice Institute, Houston, Texas. 


Southern California Region.—The ab- 
normally heavy winter and spring rainfall 
in the Los Angeles area ended May 1 with 
a total of 41.62 
inches. May 
brought clearing 
weather and sev- 
eral hot days 
with temperature 
of 94°—all tend- 
ing to complete 
the ripening of a 
bountiful food 
supply for birds. 
Migrating northern and mountain species 
seemed reluctant to leave the lowlands. 

Along the Los Angeles shore area, 
Mr. Kent reported great flocks of Bona- 
parte’s Gulls, May 13, and numbers of 
Northern Phalaropes in full spring plumage 
were observed April 19 (Daugherty). Mrs. 
Stultz reported the following species nest 
ing, May 4, BCGC marshes: Pied-billed 
Grebe, Black-crowned Night Heron, Pin- 
tail, Cinnamon Teal, Ruddy Duck, Marsh 
Hawk, Coot, Snowy Plover, Avocet, Black 
necked Stilt. 

A California Heron rookery was dis- 
covered on a Los Angeles reservoir island, 
May 24, with young in 3 nests. Cinnamon 
Teal were nesting there and 6 wild female 
Mallards were seen with from 2 to 8 young 
(S., D.). 

Charles Michael reported Scott's Oriole, 
Antelope Valley, April 3; Cassin’s Vireo, 
Warbling Vireo, Black-throated Gray War- 
bler, Pileolated Warbler and Bullock's 
Oriole, near Pasadena, April 5. 

Large flocks of Cedar Waxwings (15 
were seen in Los Angeles, May 17 (S., D. 
Unusually heavy flights of Western Tanager, 
and Calaveras, Pileolated and Herm 
Warblers were noted this season (D.). 

Imperial Valley notes by C. A. Harwel 
flocks of White-faced Glossy Ibises, April © ; 
Caspian Tern (30) on mud flats, April 1°; 
three-story nesting apartment houses, wit) 
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Treganza’s Heron occupying top floor 
(March 11), Farallon Cormorant center floor 
(April 6), and American Egret lower floor 
(April 10); all nesting together in same trees. 
Mr. Harwell saw the nuptial dance of cranes 
(Little Brown and Sandhill), April 15; 
Gull-billed Terns carrying nesting material, 
April 15; Fulvous Tree-duck starting to nest 
along irrigation ditches, April 15; Black- 
crowned Night Heron nesting, April 13; 
Black Terns migrating, April 13. 

Very few birds nested this year at Buena 
Vista Lake (L. Arnold). The lake has been 
rising steadily because of heavy mountain 
run-off, becoming too deep for shore birds 
and White Pelicans. However, Mr. Arnold 
reported thousands of White Pelicans on 
Tulare Lake and numbers of Avocet, Black- 
necked Stilt, White-faced Glossy Ibis, and 
Caspian, Forster’s and Black Terns, and 
many ducks nesting in and along overflow 
waters of Buena Vista Lake. 

Spring arrivals in the Santa Barbara region 
(E. Z. Rett) were on schedule in spite of 
abnormal heavy rains: Allen’s Humming- 
bird, February 17, nesting in same tree as 
last year, although second brood was 
devoured by a California Jay; Cliff Swallow, 
March 6; Rough-winged Swallow, March 7; 
Violet-green Swallow, March 19; Purple 
Martin, March 23; Western Flycatcher, 
March 7, nesting March 26; Warbling Vireo, 
March 21; Pileolated Warbler, March 23; 
Arkansas Kingbird, very common, March 23. 

Some resident birds in the San Diego 
region had young on the wing May 3, while 
other pairs were making second attempts, 
their first drowned by heavy rains CF. F. 
Gander). First spring arrival dates there: 
Black-headed Grosbeak, April 4; Russet- 
backed Thrush, April 11; Lazuli Bunting, 
April 15; Western Tanager, April 19; Wood 
Pewee, April 20; Ash-throated Flycatcher, 
\pril 21; Blue Grosbeak, April 25. Early 
nesting records: Anna’s Hummingbird, Feb- 
ruary 1; Brown Towhee, February 9; Barn 
Owl, incubating 6 eggs on February 22, 
} young and 3 eggs on March 9; Horned Owl, 

ncubating 2 eggs on February 23, young 
vell grown on April 21 (the second year this 
r has nested in full sunlight on south face 
building in Balboa Park where cars pass 
. steady stream). Mr. Gander reported 
st seen’ dates: Alaska Hermit Thrush, 
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March 15; Audubon’s Warbler, males last 
seen on March 26, females on April 6; Robin, 
April 20; Gambel’s Sparrow, April 21. 

Los Angeles, Santa Barbara and San Diego 
observers reported the following species 
unusually abundant last winter: Band-tailed 
Pigeon, flocks up to 50, feeding on olives 
and acorns; Lewis's Woodpecker; Northern 
Varied Thrush; Ruby-crowned Kinglet; 
Robin. Cliff Swallows were abundant this 
spring, even nesting on city buildings. 

W. A. Kent, in the Los Angeles area, 
reported the unusual find of a Black-tailed 
Gnatcatcher and Sage Sparrow in dry wash 
near Los Angeles, May 19; Black-chinned 
and rarely seen Bell’s Sparrows nesting on 
bushy hillside, May 12.—Mrs. C. H. 
Daucuerty, 1419 S. Glendale Ave., Glendale, 
Calif. 


San Francisco Region..—The present 
season has demonstrated how the welfare of 
bird populations is dependent on conditions 
of preceding sea- 
| sons and years, and 
) on conditions in 
» | other regions. In 
various species 
could be detected 
responses tothepre- 
vious fall drought, 
excess winter rain, 
and the late cold 
py spring. Other spe- 

a cies must have en- 

Kei countered unfavor- 

able conditions in 

their winter quarters, or possibly they found 

their usual nesting haunts unsuitable after 

the spring migration. These deviations from 

normal would be more easily interpreted if 

more observers were keeping track of and 

reporting on them. By comparision with 

other records, even casual!y made notations 
may come to have special significance. 

Examples of perceptible changes in bird 
populations: Brandt’s Cormorants, lowest 
numbers on Monterey Peninsula since 1933 
(Williams). Good migration of most shore 
birds at Alameda the last two weeks of 
April, practically over by third week of May 
(Mrs. Kelly). At scattered points in the 
Sacramento Valley ducks, especially Mal- 
lard, Wood Duck and Cinnamon Teal, had 
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an exceptionally good nesting season, follow- 
ing the heavy spring rains (Emlen). 

For land birds conditions seemed less 
favorable. Winter visitants decreased rapidly 
after April 15, arrival of some summer birds 
delayed as much as two weeks, and many 
species considerably less numerous than in 
previous summer (Mrs. Allen). This was 
verified on the Hastings Reservation where 
nesting land birds were scarce and nesting 
considerably delayed. Probably because of 
the long rains, even resident species seemed 
diminished. 

Arrival of many land birds later than 
usual. Some first dates: Wood Pewee, Saint 
Mary's College, April 21 (Allen); Olive- 
sided Flycatcher, Carmel, April 16 (Wil- 
liams ), Santa Cruz Mountains, April 27 (A.); 
Russet-backed Thrush, Berkeley, April 25 
(A.), Carmel, April 27 (W.); Lazuli Bunting, 
male between Sunol and Mission San Jose, 
April 13 (Seibert), two weeks late at Berke- 
ley, May 6 (A.). 

Late departures: Pipit, Dumbarton Bridge, 
April 16 (Parmenters); Audubon’s Warbler, 
few in Berkeley, April 18 (Allen); Town- 
send's Warbler, few in Contra Costa County, 
May 13 (A.); Golden-crowned Sparrow, 1 at 
Pacific Grove feeding station until May 18 

Hoag); Lincoln's Sparrow, 1 banded in 
Oakland, April 18 (Seibert). 

Nesting progress: Long-eared Owl, nest 
containing 4 eggs, near Tesla, April 13 
(Seibert); White-throated Swift, nests with 
3 and 4 eggs, Santa Clara County, May 18 
(S.); Say’s Phoebe, pair. probably nesting, 
Arroyo Mocho, May 14 (Allen); Cliff Swal- 
low, gathering mud for nests, Saint Mary's 
College, April 23 (A.); California Jay, young 
calling at Berkeley, May 13 (A.); Bush-Tit, 
framework of nest, Boulder Creek, April 20 
(A.); House Wren, nest box in Berkeley (in 
last report) visited by Screech Owl on April 
20, male singing on opposite side of house 
next day, disappeared on April 25 (A.); 
Bewick’s Wren, nest with young in live oak, 


Oakland hills, May 25 (S.); Phainopepla, 
nest with 2 eggs, Arroyo Mocho, May 14 
(A.); Solitary Vireo, pair starting to build, 
Arroyo Mocho, May 11 (S.); Orange- 
crowned Warbler, family out of nest, Berke 
ley, May 7 (A.); Bullock’s Oriole, nest with 
7 eggs, near Livermore, May 11 (S.); Yel 
low-headed Blackbird, 6 or 8 nesting 
colonies in southern Sacramento Valley, 
where species seems more numerous than 
usual (Emlen); Black-chinned Sparrow, nest 
with 4 eggs,Santa Clara County,May 11 (S.). 

Other notable land-bird occurrences: Band- 
tailed Pigeon, near Tesla, April 13, near 
Livermore, April 27, near Saint Mary's 
College, May 10 (S.), between Bolinas Bay 
and Olema, May 29 (Parmenters); Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo, Saranap, May 6 (Allen), 
Sebastopol, May 22 (E. Butts and A. J. 
Allen, by Mrs. Kelly); Lewis’s Woodpecker, 
at various points on Sacramento Valley floor, 
late April and early May (Emlen); House 
Wren, 2 singing at summit of Santa Cruz 
Mountains, May 18, just one in San Lorenzo 
Valley (A.); Cowbird, unusually common in 
southern Sacramento Valley (E.), 1 near 
Borden Highway, May 22, and 3 near 
Sebastopol, May 25 (K.); White-throated 
Sparrow, 1 sang frequently at Berkeley feed- 
ing table, April 22-24 (A.). 

Pacific Loon, large flight in mid-April 
(numerous observers); Holboell’s Grebe, 1, 
San Mateo Bridge, April 16 (Parmenters ); 
Eared Grebe, Dumbarton Bridge, about 1000 
on April 14, 50 on May 5, and 1 on May 19 
(P.); Black Brant, small flock at Moss Land- 
ing, May 18 (Seibert), 121 at Bodega Bay, 
May 29 (P.); Semipalmated Plover, 1 four 
miles east of Grimes, May 2 (Emlen); 
Sanderling, 50 on Bay Farm Island, May 14 
(Kelly); Glaucous-winged Gull, 2 at Bodega, 
May 21, last seen (P.); Least Tern, 3, San 
Mateo Bridge, April 16 (P.), 1 at Berkeley 
Aquatic Park, May 5 (A.).—Jean M. 
Linspate, Museum of Vertebrate Zodlogy, 


Berkeley, Calif. 


A summary of all of the foregoing reports appears in this issue of AUDUBON MaGazIneE ander 
the title of ‘The Changing Seasons’ by Ludlow Griscom. 
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